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Indigenous cultures

Spanish entry

Crop types
Orchard species

Impact to biodiversity and culture

Orchard species
Domesticated animals
Disease

Spanish colonization

La diaspora Tlaxcalteca
- Analco
- Agriculture implementation
- Atrisco (Atlixco)
- Las Trampas

Impact to biodiversity
- crop types- crop types
- Hispanic-Tlaxcalteca complex
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Challenges to Traditional Agriculture
- loss of agricultural practice / tradition

- knowledge / language
- seeds
- youth

- loss of agricultural land development
- Abandonment & Forfeiture water rights
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Environmental Challenges
- Drought / Hydrological Balance
- Climate Change

Table 3.1  Cultivated Crops of the Acequia and Merced System    

Type  Local name 
Common 
name Origin Scientific name 

Grain     

 
ma z corn or maize

 
New World Zea Mays 

*

 
trigo wheat Old World Triticum spp. 

**

 
aveno oats Old World Avena spp. 

**

 
cebada barley Old World Hordeum vulgare 

Legume     

 
frijoles beans New World Phaseolus vulgaris 

 
habas faba bean Old World Vicia faba 

 
alverjon peas Old World Pisum sativum 

*

 
lentejas lentils Old World Lens culinaris 

*

 
garbanzos chick peas Old World Cicer arietinum 

Fruit     

 
calabasa mexicana squash New World Cucurbita pepo, C. mixta, C. moschata 

 
chile chile New World Capsicum annuum 

**

 
tomate tomato New World Lycopersicon lycopersic on 

**

 
pepino

 
cucumber

 
Old

 
World

 
Cucumis sativus

 
**

 
pepino

 
cucumber

 
Old

 
World

 
Cucumis sativus

 
**

 
sandia watermelon Old World Citrullus vulgaris 

Vegetable    
**

 

coles cabbage Old World Brassica oleracea 
**

 

lechuga lettuce Old World Lactuca sativa 
Root     

*

 

papas potatoes New World Solanum tuberosum 
*

 

ajo garlic Old World Allium sativum 
**

 

cebolla onion Old World Allium cepa 
**

 

navos turnips Old World Brassica campestris 
**

 

rabanitos radish Old World Raphanus sativus 
**

 

zanahoria carrot Old World Daucus carota 
Other     

***

 

ca a de miel sugar cane Old World Saccharum officinarum       

*

 

a rare find in study area.   

**

 

not found except in recent memory (<50 years). 

***

 

not found except in distant memory (>50 years). 
Note: scientific names and origin s were determined from Smartt and Simmonds (1995). 

Table

 

4.3 

 

Abandoned Acreage

 

by

 

Decade

 

Decade n 
Total 

acres lost

 

Average 
parcel size 

<1950 2 2.6 1.3 

1950-1959 8 31.4 3.9 

1960-1969 7 13.4 1.9 

1970-1979 12 19.4 1.6 

1980-1989 8 5.0 0.6 
1990-1999 12 11.2 0.9 

Total

 

49 80.9  
Note: n represents the number of household s reporting  
a loss of acreage during the decade. 

Table 4.4  Memories of Factors Leading to Abandonment of Agriculture 

Factors n % 
Age 11 28 
Loss of help 8 20 
Land use change

 

6

 

15

 

Land use change

 

6

 

15

 

Moved 6 15 
Sold land 6 15 
Too much trouble

 

2 5 
Family problems 1 2 

Total

 

40 100 
Note: n represents the number  
of households reporting. 

Table 4.6  Changes in Land Use once Dedicated to Maize Production 

Current Land Use Acres % 
Pasture 41.07

 

58 
Fallow 21.24

 

30 
Agriculture 6.5

 

9 
Housing 2.3

 

3 
Total 71.11

 

100 

 

Decade n

Blanco Azul Amarillo Dulce Concho
Al 
temporal

Pinini 
blanco

Pinini 
moradito

Amarillo 
dulcita

Hybrid 
sweet

Open 
pollinated

Total

<1950 2 2 1 1 1 5

1950-
1959 8 9 7 4 3 1 1 25

1960-1960-
1969 7 8 4 5 6 1 1 25

1970-
1979 12 12 6 5 10 33

1980-
1989 8 8 3 2 6 1 20

1990-
1999 12 7 2 1 6 1 1 1 3 1 23

Totals
49 46 22 18 32 2 1 3 2 1 3 1 131

Note: n represents the number of households reporting loss in the particular 
decade.
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Sembrando Semillas
Acequia Youth Project

The New Mexico Acequia Association
(NMAA)


